
NOTICE OF AMENDED REGULATION  
 

May 11, 2009 
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Division of Universities 
University of North Florida 
 
REGULATION TITLE: 
Religious Observances  
 
 
REGULATION NO.:   
  
 
SUMMARY: 
The regulation is being amended to ensure the language is more in accordance with the Board of Governors 
recently amended regulation on religious observances. 
 
 
FULL TEXT: 
The full text of the regulation being proposed is attached. 
 
 
AUTHORITY: 
Resolution of the Florida Board of Governors dated January 7, 2003, Board of Governors Regulation 
Development Procedure dated March 23, 2006 and Board of Governors Regulation 6.0115. 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OFFICIAL INITIATING THE PROPOSED REVISED REGULATION:  
Thomas Serwatka, Vice President and Chief of Staff 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED REVISED REGULATION: 
Stephanie Howell, Paralegal, Office of the General Counsel, showell@unf.edu, phone (904)620-2828; fax 
(904)620-1044; Building 1, Room 2100, 1 UNF Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32224. 
 
 
Any comments regarding the amendment of the regulation must be sent in writing to the contact 
person on or before May 25, 2009, to receive full consideration.   
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Number 

Subject Effective 
Date 
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Date 

 Religious Observances 
 

  

Responsible Unit/Division: Division of Student Affairs, Academic Affairs. 
 

� New Regulation 
Proposal 

� Major Revision of 
Existing Regulation 

 Minor Revision of 
Existing Regulation 

�Reaffirmation 
of Existing 
Regulation 

 
 

I. OBECTIVE & PURPOSE 
 

The University of North Florida advocates the concept of religious freedom and in recognition of the plurality 
of religious beliefs of its individual students sets forth in this rule regulation the framework within which it 
accommodates the religious observance, practice and belief of those students a procedure in which students 
may seek reasonable accommodations of their religious beliefs in regard to admissions, class attendance, 
and the scheduling of examinations, major class events, major University activities, and work assignments. 

 
II. STATEMENT OF REGULATION 

 
A. Observing Religious Practices and Beliefs 

 
The University observes a student’s right to observe and practice their religious beliefs and where 
necessary, will reasonably accommodate a student’s religious beliefs or practices as they pertain to the 
following: 

 
(1) Admissions – The University of North Florida shall will not deny admission to any student because of 

the religious practice or belief of the student. 
(2) Class Attendance – Any student shall, upon notifying his or her instructor, will be excused from class 

to observe a religious holy day of his or her personal faith. Such notification shall be made no later than one 
week prior to the holy day, or as prescribed by the instructor at the beginning of the term. 

(3) Work Assignments – Each sStudents who are excused from class or a specific work assignment for 
the purpose of observing a religious holy day will be responsible for the material covered in his absence, but 
shall be permitted a reasonable amount of time to make up any missed work. Missed work shall be made up 
in accordance with a timetable set prior to the end of the term or as prescribed by the instructor at the 
beginning of the term. 

(4) Examinations, Major Class Events, Major University Activities – No major testexamination, major 
class event, or major University activity shall should be scheduled on a major recognized religious holy day. A 



major recognized religious holy day shall be is a significant day of religious observance as recognized by the 
highest governing body of that particular religious faith. Evidence of such recognition shall be provided by the 
student unless the holy day has been previously designated recognized by the Office of Academic 
Affairs.UNF on its University Calendar as a day of observance in which the University is closed in observance 
of the holiday. 

 (5) Professors and University administrators shall in no way penalize students absent from academic or 
social activities because of religious observances. 

 
B. Seeking Redress through Appeals Unrelated to Academic Misconduct 

 
(6) Any student who believes that he or she has been unreasonably denied an educational benefit 

pursuant to this regulation due to his or her religious belief due to his religious belief or practices may seek 
redress by implementing the University of North Florida Student Appeals Procedure as described in the 
Academic Appeals Process, paragraphs 6C9-3.001(1)(b) through (f), F.A.C. of the decision through the 
University’s procedure for Appeals Unrelated to Academic Misconduct.  Copies of this procedure may be 
obtained through One Stop Student Services. 
Specific Authority 120.53(1)(b), 240.134, 240.227(1) FS. Law Implemented 240.134, 240.227(1) FS. History–New 5-7-89.  Amended __________. 
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I. OBECTIVE & PURPOSE 
 
The University of North Florida advocates religious freedom and in recognition of the plurality of 
religious beliefs of its individual students sets forth in this  regulationa procedure in which students 
may seek reasonable accommodations of their religious beliefs in regard to admission, class 
attendance,  the scheduling of examinations, major class events, major University activities, and 
work assignments. 
 
II. STATEMENT OF REGULATION 

 
A. Observing Religious Practices and Beliefs 

 
The University observes a student’s right to observe and practice their religious beliefs and where 
necessary, will reasonably accommodate a student’s religious beliefs or practices as they pertain to 
the following: 

 
(1) Admissions – The University will not deny admission to any student because of the religious 
practice or belief of the student. 
(2) Class Attendance – Any student , upon notifying his or her instructor, will be excused from 
class to observe a religious holy day of his or her personal faith. Such notification shall be made no 
later than one week prior to the holy day, or as prescribed by the instructor at the beginning of the 
term. 
(3) Work Assignments – Students who are excused from class or a specific work assignment for 
the purpose of observing a religious holy day will be responsible for the material covered in their 
absence, but shall be permitted a reasonable amount of time to make up any missed work. Missed 
work shall be made up in accordance with a timetable set by the instructor at the beginning of the 
term. 
(4) Examinations, Major Class Events, Major University Activities – No major examination, 



major class event, or major University activityshould be scheduled on a recognized religious holy 
day. A recognized religious holy day is a significant day of religious observance as recognized by 
the highest governing body of that particular religious faith. Evidence of such recognition shall be 
provided by the student unless the holy day has been previously recognized by UNF on its 
University Calendar as a day of observance in which the University is closed in observance of the 
holiday.  
 
B. Seeking Redress through Appeals Unrelated to Academic Misconduct 

 
Any student who believes that he or she has been unreasonably denied an educational benefit 
pursuant to this regulation due to his or her religious belief  or practices may seek redress  of the 
decision through the University’s procedure for Appeals Unrelated to Academic Misconduct.  Copies 
of this procedure may be obtained through One Stop Student Services. 
Specific Authority 120.53(1)(b), 240.134, 240.227(1) FS. Law Implemented 240.134, 240.227(1) FS. History–New 5-7-89.  Amended 
__________. 
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Educational Research Center for 
Child Development 
 

  

Responsible Division/Department: Student & International Affairs/Child 
Development Research Center 
 
New Regulation � Revision of Existing 

Regulation 
� Repeal of Existing 

Regulation 
�Reaffirmation 

of Existing 
Regulation 

 
 

I. OBJECTIVE & PURPOSE 
 

The Child Development Research Center (“CDRC”) shall be an early childhood 
center established to provide education and care for the children of students, both 
graduate and undergraduate, followed by children of staff and faculty of the 
University and to provide an opportunity for interested schools or departments of the 
University to conduct educational research programs and establish pre-internship or 
internship programs within the center.  The center shall give highest priority to 
serving the children of students, followed by the children of staff and faculty. The 
center will also be available to Florida State College students and general public. 

 
II. STATEMENT OF REGULATION 

 
(1) CDRC plan of operation  shall consist of a researched based early childhood 
education curriculum that fits the needs of the student in the early childhood 
education program at UNF as well as the needs of the parents and children 
participating at CDRC.   The CDRC shall  encourage parental involvement and  seek 
National accreditation on a regular basis. 

 
UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTH FLORIDA 



(2) The Board of Governors’ annual allocation of the Capital Improvement Trust Fund 
(CITF) fee to CDRC shall be used for the operation and maintenance of the CDRC 
facilities. As a result of this support, UNF students are charged less than other 
groups who avail themselves of CDRC services.  CDRC will provide programs that 
will support the UNF student financially such as subsidized care and Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten, when financially feasible. 
 

 
(3) CDRC shall serve as a convenient and affordable educational experience for 
children ages 2.5 (if fully potty trained) through 10 years of age.  Additionally, all 
children should be able to function within the teacher/child ratio as set forth by the 
CDRC’s accrediting body. 
 
(4) The University President shall be responsible for the operation and supervision of 
the CDRC.  The University Board of Trustees shall promulgate regulations for the 
operation for CDRC, including guidelines for the use and supervision of student 
interns, the receipt and monitoring of funds in accordance with the laws of the state 
of Florida and regulations of the University and the Board of Governors, and 
participation by the student government association.  It is the intent of this program to 
provide research and training activities which are representative of a comprehensive 
scope of child development needs throughout the community.  To this end, the 
CDRC’s admission process shall  prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
religion, age, disability, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 
veteran status or socioeconomic status. 
 
(5) The Board of Trustees, which establishes the CDRC, shall provide for an 
advisory board.  This board shall consist of the President of the University or his or 
her designee, the student government president or his or her designee, the chair or 
designee from at least one of the departments participating in the center, and a 
representative number of parents of children enrolled in the center, elected by 
parents of children enrolled in the center.  The director of the center shall be an ex 
officio, nonvoting member of the board.  The advisory board shall establish local 
policies and perform local oversight and operational guidance for the center and shall 
insure that the center is operated according to the regulations of the Board of 
Governors and the University.   
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6C9-3.002 Child Development Research Center. 
(1) The Child Development Research Center (CDRC) has been established at the University of North 

Florida to: 
(a) Give a convenient and affordable educational experience to children, ages two (if fully toilet 

trained) through 10, of University of North Florida students, faculty, staff and alumni, as well as to children 
of Florida Community College students and the general public. 

(b) Offer a readiness program directed toward formal education for all enrolled preschool children. 
(c) Offer a program including arts, crafts and movement education for school-age children attending 

the Center. During the Summer Terms, there is a summer camp program offered for all school-age children. 
(2) The Center shall be governed by an Advisory Board consisting of the University President or 

designee, the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Director of the Child Development Research Center, 
the Student Government Association President or designee, at least one faculty and one staff representative 
and one parent for each 50 children enrolled. The Board offers operational guidance for the Center and also 
insures that the Center functions in accordance with the University’s mission as well as the Board of 
Regents’ Rules (Rule 6C-10.004, F.A.C). 

(3) Patron fees shall be collected. Other sources of financing operational costs include Student Activity 
and Service fee allocations and Capital Improvement Trust Fund fees. 

(4) The Center shall serve as a pre-internship site for students from local institutions of higher learning 
who may wish to avail themselves of this experience. 

(5) The research initiated within the CDRC shall comply with ethical standards for research established 
by the University of North Florida. 

(6) If a child becomes a disciplinary problem, whereby he/she infringes upon the rights of another 
child or of the Center as a whole, the parent or guardian will be asked to remove that child from the Child 
Development Research Center. 

Specific Authority 240. 227(1), 240.531 FS., 6C-10.004(1), F.A.C. Law Implemented 120.53(1)(a), 240.531 FS. 
History–New 6-21-76, Formerly 6C9-3.02, Amended 11-17-92. 
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